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diately grew more tractable upon it. The result of which
was, that there is now a treaty of marriage concluded
between them,1 the wedding clothes are bought, and nothing
remameth but to perform the ceremony, which is put off for
some days, because they design it to be a public wedding.
And to reward my love, constancy, and generosity, he hath
bestowed on me the office of being sempstress to his grooms
and footmen, which I am forced to accept or starve.2 Yet,
in the midst of this my situation, I cannot but have some
pity for this deluded man, to cast himself away on an in-
famous creatuie, who, whatever she pretendeth, I can prove,
would at this very minute rather be a whore to a certain
great man, that shall be nameless, if she might have her will.3
For my part, I think, and so doth all the country too, that
the man is possessed; at least none of us are able to imagine
what he can possibly see in her, unless she hath bewitched
him, or given him some powder.

I am suie, I never sought his alliance, and you can bear
me witness, that I might have had other matches 3 nay, if I
were lightly disposed, I could still perhaps have offers, that
some, who hold their heads higher, would be glad to accept.4
But alas ! I never had any such wicked thought} all I now
desire is, only to enjoy a little quiet, to be free from the
persecutions of this unreasonable man, and that he will let
me manage my own little fortune to trie best advantage 3 for
which I will undertake to pay him a considerable pension
every year, much more considerable than what he now gets
by his oppressions, for he must needs find himself a loser
at last, when he hath drained me and my tenants so dry,
that we shall not have a penny for him or ourselves. There
is one imposition of his, I had almost forgot, which I think
unsufferabie, and will appeal to you or any reasonable per-
son, whether it be so or not I told you before, that by an
old compact we agreed to have the same steward, at which
time I consented likewise to regulate my family and estate

1 The Act of Union between England and Scotland.    [T. S.]
J The refeience here is to the linen manufactories of Ireland which
were being encouraged by England     [T. S. ]

3  Swift here refers to the sentiment, largely predominant in Scotland,
for the return of the Stuarts     [T  S.]

4  Alliances with Fiance.    [T. S ]